
A standard to quantify, certify and maximise impacts 
toward climate security and sustainable development

PROCESS LEVEL

Enhanced safeguards:
Without rigorous safeguards, projects cannot credibly 
claim contributions to sustainable development. Gold 
Standard for the Global Goals features enhanced 
safeguarding requirements to reflect emerging research 
and practical experience gained over years of project 
implementation with a special focus on Gender (SDG 5) 
and Water (SDG 6).

Holistic design to manage trade-o�s: 
A holistic approach prevents unintended impacts, so that 
a forest isn’t planted only to threaten downstream water 
access, or that improving crop yields doesn’t mean 
introducing chemicals that harm local biodiversity. 

Local and a�ected stakeholder engagement:
Requirements for stakeholder consultation are customised 
to the context and scale of a project. For example, 
Sustainable Urban Development provides guidance on 
engaging the complex network of city o�cials, business-
es, civil society, and city residents; community projects 
have requirements about how to ensure that remote or 
disenfranchised members of a region or village have voice 
and agency in the project.  

PERFORMANCE LEVEL

Impacts to multiple SDGs: 
Because focusing on one single metric will not put us in 
position to achieve that ambitious global agenda, all 
Gold Standard certified projects must deliver impact 
toward climate security – SDG 13 – as well as two 
additional SDGs. All SDG impacts must be verified by 
approved independent third-party auditors and then 
certified by Gold Standard.   

Multiple SDG impacts
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Stakeholder engagement

Environmental and 
social safeguards + 
management of tradeo�s

To keep global warming well below 2oC and meet the Sustainable Development Goals, climate action cannot be one-dimensional. 
E�orts to reduce greenhouse gases must also help the world develop on a sustainable pathway—providing access to clean energy 

and water, good health and nutrition, secure livelihoods, and thriving ecosystems. This means that climate and development 
interventions must be holistic and high-impact, allowing every dollar invested to deliver as much as possible.  

Established in 2003 by WWF, Gold Standard has long set the benchmark for best practice climate initiatives. With new global 
agendas in place, Gold Standard for the Global Goals is a next-generation standard designed to accelerate progress toward climate 
security and sustainable development. Certification against the standard provides the confidence that these results are measured 

and verified, allowing us to track progress toward the Paris Climate Agreement and the Sustainable Development Goals. 

Optimise project performance with sustainable 
development at the core of every climate initiative
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Sustainable supply chain 
programmes for credible, 
third-party verified claims for 
Scope 3 greenhouse gas (GHG) 
accounting and reporting on 
additional SDG impacts and shared 
value creation from these initiatives 

CORPORATE 
REPORTING

Certified SDGs Impacts for 
innovative pay-for-performance 
financing structures for 
development agencies, 
foundations, impact investors 
and other funders:

Health: Averted-Disability 
Adjusted Life Years 
(ADALYs)

Gender equality impacts (in 
development)

RESULTS-BASED FINANCE 
FOR DEVELOPMENT 

Customised approaches to manage 
the complexities of large-scale 
multi-intervention programmes:  

Sustainable urban development 
and infrastructure

 
Landscape approaches

 
Jurisdictional corporate 
sourcing 

LARGE-SCALE CLIMATE 
AND DEVELOPMENT 

Benchmark products with highest 
environmental integrity from 
projects with contributions to 
sustainable development maximise 
value of tradeable assets:

Carbon credits in voluntary + 
compliance markets

Renewable Energy Labels 

Water Benefit  Certificates

ENVIRONMENTAL 
MARKETS

Gold Standard NGO Supporters and strategic partners include:

SHARED VALUE CREATION FOR MAXIMUM RETURN ON IMPACT INVESTMENT 

Gold Standard has a track record of making every dollar invested go further. A 2014 independent 
assessment of Gold Standard projects reported that between $21 and $177 in additional value toward the 
SDGs was created for every single tonne of CO2 mitigated. These impacts came in the form of benefits 
like new jobs, improved livelihoods, better health, gender empowerment and the protection of biodiversity. 

ABOUT GOLD STANDARD

Strategic partners in the implementation of Gold Standard for the Global Goals:

$41
biogas energy improved cookstoves wind energy forestry safe water access

Gold Standard is a certification standard that 
works to catalyse more ambitious action for 
climate security and sustainable develop-
ment. Our holistic standard, Gold Standard 
for the Global Goals, enables activities that 
protect the climate and empower local 
communities to maximise, quantify, and verify 
their impacts.

Gold Standard was established in 2003 by 
WWF and other international NGOs as a best 
practice standard to ensure projects that 
reduced carbon emissions under the UN’s 
Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) also 
delivered on the dual mandate to foster 
sustainable development. Now with more 
than 80 NGO supporters and 1200+ projects 
in over 70 countries, Gold Standard projects 
have created billions of dollars of shared 

$151 $21 $177 $18


